GOETHE   AS   NOVELIST
Within this scheme, time, like society, is an aspect of existence,
not merely an external reality. It belongs to the form of life in
which the characters have their being and Goethe accordingly
treats it as a structural element of life, rather than one of its di-
mensions. Indeed, the shape of things now interests him more
than their dynamic nature. In his development as a scientist from
the Metamorphose der Pflanzen of 1790 to the Farbenlehre of 1810
we observe a progress in his study of dynamic processes to include
that of form, from a study of Bildung indicating a mode of change
to the study of Bildung in the sense of shape and structure. In his
sketch entitled Bildungstrieb (1820) he emphasizes an aspect which
he had not stressed in his earlier writings on the subject. He now
accentuates the phenomenon of Predelineation or Predetermina-
tion in the process of Metamorphosis, and in his reflections on
Morphology (1822) points out that the word Bildung is used
"sowohl von dem Hervorgebrachten, als von dem Hervorge-
brachtwerdenden", for the process of change as well as the pro-
duct of this change. The same shift of emphasis is revealed when
we compare the two poems Metamorphose der Pflanzen (1798) and
Metamorphose der Tiere (1806). In the former the accent is on the
productive change of form: "Bildsam andre der Mensch selbst
die bestimmte Gestalt", whereas in the later poem the stress lies
on form and order, "geordnete Bildung":
Doch im Innern befindet die Kraft der edlern Geschopfe
Sich im heiligen Kreise lebendiger Bildung beschlossen.
Diese Grenzen erweitert kein Gott, es ehrt die Natur sie;
Denn nur also beschrankt war je das Vollkommene moglich.
This poem was written at approximately the same rime as Die
Wahlverwandtschaften and contains some features of Goethe's
mature view of life that are to be found in the novel. One result
of the change which Goethe's scientific interests underwent may
be discovered in the method of characterization he adopted in Die
Wahlverwandtschaften.
It is significant that he selects for this novel, in order to illumin-
ate its subject, a parallel phenomenon not from biology, but from
chemistry. Announcing the publication on September 4th,
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